The Homestead

The Medieval Site

· In the late 1290s and early 1300s, the Cistercians of Byland Abbey had substantial property on the site that is now The Homestead and the Youth Hostel.  In addition to its assize court where mostly petty crimes were heard, this was also the Abbey’s shipping point along the Ouse for exporting its wool to Italian merchants; 203 sacks of wool were sold at Clifton between 1299 and 1305.

· It is thought that the Abbey community’s house once stood on the site now occupied by the International Youth Hotel/Cliff Villa/ Haverford.

The Homestead – house and land

· Built for Benjamin Seebohm Rowntree, his wife Lydia (Potter) and his children Joseph Seebohm, Peter and Mary;

· The Architect was Fred Rowntree, a distant cousin of BSR;

· York City Council passed the plans for the house in June 1903 and the house was occupied by July 1904;

· Announcement by BSR in Yorkshire Gazette, 16.7.1904: “from 18th July to 8th August the field behind his house would be available as a playground for children attending the York Elementary Schools - between 9 and 12 Noon each morning. Donkey rides, swings, see saws, sand heaps and games would be provided, and ladies will be present to organise games. Entrance from Water End, Clifton.”

· 1905 – BSR purchased about 3 acres of land behind Cliff Villa, (later called Haverford Youth Hotel, now the International Youth Hostel) from Henry Hillyard, who had purchased the property just before the turn of the century; [Hutton, Barbara, Clifton & It’s People in the Nineteenth Century, Yorkshire Philosophical Society, 1969]

· An example of Arts and Crafts cupboard/wardrobe still remains upstairs

· 1911 Census describes the house as having eighteen rooms and housing Seebohm, Lydia, Joseph (aged 12), Peter (aged 10), Mary (aged 7) and Philip(aged 4), five female domestic servants and a Nursery Governess;

· 1916 – a handwritten letter dated 28 November from Lydia to BSR at Whitehall describes a Zepplein raid on York as seen from the Homestead [Borthwick archives]

· During 1935, his last year in the house, BSR directed the second poverty survey of York (Progress & Poverty, pub. 1941) from the two library rooms of the house, employing three researchers and two typists;

· 1936 - BSR moved to North Dean, High Wycombe in July and sold the property to the Joseph Rowntree Village Trust (now the Joseph Rowntree Foundation) at site value; on condition that the gardens be maintained as a public park; 

· BSR’s son, Peter Rowntree, a Director of the Rowntree Company, lived in the house with his family as the Trust’s tenants until 1978.  He oversaw the park during his tenancy and up to around 1960 had a market garden on land that became the park nursery.

· During WW2, on 29th April 1942, the house and park were severely damaged in a German air raid.

· 1977/8 the house was converted to the head office of Rowntree Macintosh Ltd, who purchased the leasehold with restrictions on its disposal [Waddilove, Private Philanthropy, p. 85), Restoration and additional building work was carried out by Richard Fraser of Louis de Soissons Partnership.
· 1989 Nestle took over Rowntree Mackintosh and the company offices moved back to Haxby Road.
· 1990 -  JRMT changed its name to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) and moved its main offices from Beverley House on Shipton Road to The Homestead.

· What is now the footpath to the park from Water End was once the only entrance to both Seebohm’s home and the park – a driveway through an established orchard.  The Shipton Road entrance and car park was constructed in the late 1970’s.
The Garden House

· 1992 – The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust and Joseph Rowntree Social Service Trust Ltd (now Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust Ltd) jointly purchased the 136 year lease on land from JR Memorial Trust on which to build their new offices.

· Land previously part of the Garden’s Nursery and halved the production area.

Other Buildings on the site

· The two cottages, 36 and 38 Water End belong to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation; one of which was used by the park’s Head Gardener.

The Architect – Fred Rowntree (19.4.1860 – 7.1.1927)

· Perhaps one of the first Quaker Architects;

· Influenced by and closely associated with the Arts & Crafts Movement;

· One of the ‘Scarborough Rowntrees’ – a second cousin to Seebohm Rowntree and the fourth child of John Rowntree, a Scarborough Grocer and Draper, and Ann Webster)

· Pupil of York’s Bootham School

· 1885 – articled with C A Bury in Scarborough

· 1890 – moved to Glasgow, formed partnership with Malcolm Stark; married Mary Gray, of the biscuit manufacturing family, in 1899

· Collaborated with the interior designer, George Walton (1867-1932), who had a shop at 15 Stonegate; York;

· 1900 – moved to London and thereafter practiced from 11 Hammersmith Terrace;

· Other projects in York included: the central offices of the York Cocoa Works, the Yearsley Swimming Baths; the new gymnasium and other building at The Mount School, reconstruction of major buildings with William Henry Thorp after the fire of 1899 e.g. the Science school and John Bright Library;

· He also worked on the West China Union University in Chengdu Scottish Temperance Life Assurance Buildings, additions to Quaker schools at Saffron Walden and Sidcot, the Quaker village of Jordans near Chalfont St Giles, the Cheapside Newspaper House Fleet Street;

· His sons Douglas and Colin both became architects and were taken into the Hammersmith partnership; after their father’s death in 1927, Douglas moved to Gerards Cross and the Colin Rowntree Partnership was based at 17 Stonegate, York.

The Homestead Park

· Six acres of flower and rose gardens, rockery and ornamental lake and childrens’ playground but it was little more than a field when first opened to the public.

· The only open space to the north of the City available for children;

· Monday, 27th July 1908 the Hungate area of York organized a children’s carnival which ended up at the Homestead for a garden party.

· A paddling pool was opened in Summer 1954, but is no longer used;

· At one time, two student teachers or games instructors were employed for some years during the summer holidays and the whole of the grounds were reserved for school children, providing simple games equipment;

· On Wednesdays and Saturdays during summer months, the gardens often used to be closed to the public so that social, educational, philanthropic and religious organizations could have sole use for garden parties;

· The picnic area was formerly the site of the market garden, the Clifton Fruit Company.

· A Monkey House and Aviary existed in the park until destroyed during an wartime air raid in April 1942, which also destroyed greenhouses and damaged the rock garden. Most of the monkeys were killed during the air raid and the monkey house was subsequently converted to grow vines.

· The original trees in the Cherry Avenue were planted around 1910

· The site of the children’s play area was originally part of the Haverford (Youth Hostel grounds) and purchased from Henry Hillyard in 1905.

· The playground was originally closed on Sundays so that the park could be ‘ a quiet garden for those who wish to walk or sit there;’

· The Pavillion was designed by Fred Rowntree in 1908, equipped with tables and chairs and used constantly by young peoples organizations for their regular meetings, for lectures, business meetings or discussions; at one time an average of 36 difference organizations held meetings in the Pavillion 

· Fred Dean was BSR’s private gardener; 

· After the war potential gardeners were offered up to £4 a week so that ‘suitable men’ could be employed.

· Peter Rowntree met his second wife, Eve Graham, while she was working at the Homestead in 1947 for the Quaker Backhouse Nursery firm.

· Between 1945 and 1991, there were two Head Gardeners: John Lewis and Charles Alcorn.

· Between 1920’s and 1951, what is now the picnic area was occupied by the Clifton Fruit Co., which provided a popular source of fruit, flowers and vegetables for local people.  

· Acess to the park was improved for people from south of the River Ouse when the Clifton bridge was opened officially on 28 October 1963. The bridge was built from 4,000 tons of concrete and 50 tons of reinforced steel and built on the site of the old ferry crossing. A couple of years previously, the Army built a temporary partly as a trial for a permanent bridge and partly to ease traffic flow for the wedding of the Duchess of Kent at York Minster.

Haverford (now the International Youth Hostel) – Cliff Villa

· Built by William Catton, a woolen draper, then sold to Henry Hillyard at end of 19th century;

· 1911 Census documents Francis Henry Rowntree and his wife Emily living at the property with a Cook, Housemaid and Under Housemaid; the house is said to have twelve rooms and the couple had four children who are not given as being in the house at the time of the census.

· 1945 –Francis H Rowntree (BSR’s nephew) sold the property to Joseph Rowntree Village Trust, who then leased them to the Youth Hostel Association. [JRVT/MT93/3; JRVT minutes 862, 900, Nov 1944, June 1945]

· damaged by an air raid in 1941

· building enlarged and adapted

· leased to Youth Hostel Association

· the gardens are still managed by the JRF gardeners.    

Clifton Lodge

· Joseph Rowntree’s home from November 1905 until his death in 1925;

· The house was built in 1852 for David Russell, a solicitor, by his son;

· Sir Reginald Parker purchased the small Regency-style house in 1884 made alternations to the once symmetrical layout 

· Ethel, Lady Thomson, nee Parker, recorded memories of her life at the house in the book, Clifton Lodge, (Hutchinson, 1955).

· 1911 Census (taken on Sunday, 2nd April) lists just a housemaid and kitchen maid in charge of the 16-roomed house while the family were abroad.

· JR built Rawcliffe Holt, the adjoining house, in 1907 for his daughter Winifred (who married Arthur Duncan Naish; there was a communicating door to the Lodge on the first floor;

· A thatched roofed pavilion was built in the garden for meetings and garden parties.

· Joseph Rowntree left both the Clifton Lodge and Rawcliffe Holt to the Joseph Rowntree Social Service Trust (now the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust Ltd) on his death; the houses remained in the ownership of one or other of the Trusts and Rawcliffe Holt continued to be occupied by the Naish family; pupils from the Quaker schools were invited to regular Sunday meals and free board and lodging was extended to pupils parents, Quaker visitors to York and staff from The Retreat. This hospitality continued until the mid-1940s. 

· 1926–36 Clifton Estate was built beside Joseph Rowntree’s former home.

Ouse Lea, Shipton Road

· originally a large, red brick house stood on this site, adjacent to the park
· purchased by the JRMT in 1961 from Dr MacDonald who was married to Agnes, Joseph Rowntree’s elder daughter.  Dr MacDonald was a doctor at the Haxby Road Cocoa Works.
· 1911 Census states there were twenty rooms inhabited by Dr and Agnes Macdonald, and their three children: James, Ronald and Patrick plus a Nurse (Domestic), Cook and Laundry, House and Parlour Maids.
· Offered to the Trust and bought to protect the Homestead estate
· Governmental pressure to develop the site as it was close to the City Centre so residential purpose chosen over other suggestions such as a University Hall of Resident or extension to the park;
· 80 homes built on the site by a housing society in consultation with the Trust, who assisted with the landscaping and gardens.
Beverley House

· 1911 Census lists the twelve roomed house is occupied by Thomas Appleton, General Manager at the Cocoa Works, his wife Hannah, a Cook and Housemaid.  

· Purchased because it adjoined the Homestead and Ouse Lea.

· Post-war, this was divided into 3 flats each with its own separate entrance.

· Two additional wings were added to the building by the JRF’s architect, Richard Fraser to provide office space for the three JR Trusts in addition to a shared board room, library and office machine room.

· Leased to the Local Government Ombudsmen in 1990. 
· (To check: an elephant hide boardroom table left on the premises)
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